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W
hile pervious concrete pavement has been
around for more than 20 years, it has only
recently garnered much attention, due
to increasingly stringent stormwater
management guidelines that now position the

product as a sustainable building material. Pervious
concrete provides the potential for environmentally
responsible site use and lowered construction costs in
projects ranging from simple sidewalks, driveways, and
patios, to major pedestrian plazas and full-blown multi-acre
parking lots for national commercial big box builders.

Pervious concrete has been specified as pavement in
Florida for more than 20 years, earning a fine record of
durability and high performance. Still, the history of the
material also known as 'no fines concrete' stretches even
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further back abroad-substantial amounts were produced
in Europe immediately following the Second World War,
some still in service today.

Pervious concrete is a performance-engineered structural
material using the usual constituents of conventional
portland cement concrete, only with little or no sand in the
mixture, allowing for a 15- to 30-percent air void factor.
Taking advantage of the corresponding decreased density,
the concrete is incredibly permeable while still able to
provide a quality structural pavement. Instead of moisture
(e.g. rain/snow melt) running off the surface horizontally,
virtually all stormwater falling onto pervious concrete
immediately drains directly down through the pavement to
the subgrade, eliminating runoff while providing filtration
and ground water recharge.A pervious concrete system can




